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Abstract: This standard is intended for use as a basis for establishing the performance, 
electrical and mechanical interchangeability, and safety of the equipment covered, and to assist 
in the proper selection of such equipment. 
 
Keywords: copper-bearing steel, impedance, submersible, tank, tap charger, temperature, three-
phase, transformer  
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Introduction 

This introduction is not part of IEEE Std C57.12.24-2009, IEEE Standard for Submersible, Three-Phase Transformers, 
3750 kVA and Smaller: High Voltage, 34 500 GrdY/19 920 Volts and Below; Low Voltage, 600 Volts and Below.   

This standard was originally a NEMA/ANSI standard last published as ANSI C57.12.24-2000. There were 
a number of technical omissions in that publication. This publication adds to those technical requirements 
and now publishes the standard as an IEEE document. 

Notice to users 

Laws and regulations 

Users of these documents should consult all applicable laws and regulations. Compliance with the 
provisions of this standard does not imply compliance to any applicable regulatory requirements. 
Implementers of the standard are responsible for observing or referring to the applicable regulatory 
requirements. IEEE does not, by the publication of its standards, intend to urge action that is not in 
compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.  

Copyrights 

This document is copyrighted by the IEEE. It is made available for a wide variety of both public and 
private uses. These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-
regulation, standardization, and the promotion of engineering practices and methods. By making this 
document available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the IEEE does not waive 
any rights in copyright to this document. 

Updating of IEEE documents 

Users of IEEE standards should be aware that these documents may be superseded at any time by the 
issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time through the issuance of amendments, 
corrigenda, or errata. An official IEEE document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the 
document together with any amendments, corrigenda, or errata then in effect. In order to determine whether 
a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of 
amendments, corrigenda, or errata, visit the IEEE Standards Association web site at 
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/xpl/standards.jsp, or contact the IEEE at the address listed previously. 

For more information about the IEEE Standards Association or the IEEE standards development process, 
visit the IEEE-SA web site at http://standards.ieee.org. 

Errata 

Errata, if any, for this and all other standards can be accessed at the following URL:  
http://standards.ieee.org/reading/ieee/updates/errata/index.html. Users are encouraged to check this URL 
for errata periodically. 
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Interpretations 

Current interpretations can be accessed at the following URL: http://standards.ieee.org/reading/ieee/interp/ 
index.html. 

Patents 

Attention is called to the possibility that implementation of this standard may require use of subject matter 
covered by patent rights. By publication of this standard, no position is taken with respect to the existence 
or validity of any patent rights in connection therewith. The IEEE is not responsible for identifying 
Essential Patent Claims for which a license may be required, for conducting inquiries into the legal validity 
or scope of Patents Claims or determining whether any licensing terms or conditions provided in 
connection with submission of a Letter of Assurance, if any, or in any licensing agreements are reasonable 
or non-discriminatory. Users of this standard are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any 
patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own responsibility. Further 
information may be obtained from the IEEE Standards Association. 
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IEEE Standard for Submersible, 
Three-Phase Transformers, 3750 kVA 
and Smaller: High Voltage, 34 500 
GrdY/19 920 Volts and Below; Low 
Voltage, 600 Volts and Below   

IMPORTANT NOTICE: This standard is not intended to ensure safety, security, health, or 
environmental protection in all circumstances. Implementers of the standard are responsible for 
determining appropriate safety, security, environmental, and health practices or regulatory 
requirements. 

This IEEE document is made available for use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These 
notices and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document and may be found under the 
heading “Important Notice” or “Important Notices and Disclaimers Concerning IEEE Documents.” 
They can also be obtained on request from IEEE or viewed at http://standards.ieee.org/IPR/ 
disclaimers.html 

1.  Overview 

1.1 Scope 

This standard covers certain electrical, dimensional, and mechanical characteristics and takes into 
consideration certain safety features of three-phase, 60 Hz, liquid-immersed, self-cooled, submersible 
transformers with separable insulated high-voltage connectors. These transformers are rated 3750 kVA and 
smaller with high voltages of 34 500 GrdY/19 920 V and below and with low voltages of 600 V and below. 
These transformers are generally used for step-down purposes from an underground primary cable supply. 
These transformers are typically installed in an enclosure below ground level, operated from above and 
suitable for continuous submerged operation. 

1.2 Purpose 

This standard is intended for use as a basis for establishing the performance, electrical and mechanical 
interchangeability, and safety of the equipment covered, and to assist in the proper selection of such 
equipment. 
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2. Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this standard (i.e., they must 
be understood and used, so each referenced document is cited in text and its relationship to this standard is 
explained). For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of 
the referenced document (including any amendments or corrigenda) applies. 

IEEE Std 386™-2006, IEEE Standard for Separable Insulated Connector Systems for Power Distribution 
Systems Above 600 V.1, 2 
 
IEEE Std C57.12.00™-2006, IEEE Standard for Standard General Requirements for Liquid-Immersed 
Distribution, Power, and Regulating Transformers. 
 
IEEE Std C57.12.20™-2005, IEEE Standard For Overhead -Type Distribution Transformers, 500 kVA and 
Smaller: High Voltage, 34 500 V and Below; Low Voltage, 7970/13 800Y V and Below. 
 
IEEE Std C57.12.32™-2002, IEEE Standard for Submersible Equipment–Enclosure Integrity.   
 
IEEE Std C57.12.70™-2000, IEEE Standard Terminal Markings and Connections for Distribution and 
Power Transformers. 
 
IEEE Std C57.12.80™-2002, IEEE Standard Terminology for Power and Distribution Transformers. 
 
IEEE Std C57.12.90™-2006, IEEE Standard Test Code for Liquid-Immersed Distribution, Power, and 
Regulating Transformers. 
 
IEEE Std C57.91™-1995, IEEE Standard Test Code for Dry-Type Distribution and Power Transformers. 
 

3. Definitions 

Except as modified in this standard, transformer terminology found in IEEE Std C57.12.80-2002 shall 
apply. 

4. Service conditions 

Transformers conforming to this standard shall be suitable for operation at rated kilovolt-amperes (kVA) 
and rated voltage under the usual service conditions specified in IEEE Std C57.12.00-2006 except as 
specified below. 

4.1 Cooling air-temperature limit 

The temperature of the cooling air (enclosure ambient temperature) shall not exceed 50 °C and the average 
temperature of the cooling air shall not exceed 40 °C for any 24-hour period. 
 

                                                 
1 IEEE publications are available from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, 445 Hoes Lane, Piscataway, NJ 08854, 
USA (http://standards.ieee.org/). 
2 The IEEE standards or products referred to in this clause are trademarks of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc.  
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