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INTRODUCTION 

a) Technical background, main issues and organisation of the standard 

This International Standard sets out requirements applicable to instrumentation and control 
systems and equipment (I&C systems) that are used to perform functions important to safety 
in nuclear power plants (NPPs).  

This standard highlights the relations between  

• the safety objectives of the NPP and the requirements for the overall architecture of the 
I&C systems important to safety; 

• the overall architecture of the I&C systems and the requirements of the individual systems 
important to safety. 

It is intended that the standard be used by designers, operators of NPPs (utilities), systems 
evaluators and by licensors. 

b) Situation of the current standard in the structure of the IEC SC 45A standard series  

IEC 61513 is the first level IEC SC 45A document tackling the issue of general requirements 
for systems. It is the entry point of the IEC SC 45A standard series. 

For more details on the structure of the IEC SC 45A standard series, see item d) of this 
introduction. 

c) Recommendations and limitations regarding the application of this standard 

It is important to note that this standard establishes no additional functional requirements for 
safety systems. 

To ensure that the standard will continue to be relevant in future years, the emphasis has 
been placed on issues of principle, rather than specific technologies.  

d)  Description of the structure of the IEC SC 45A standard series and relationships 
with other IEC documents and other bodies documents (IAEA, ISO) 

The top-level document of the IEC SC 45A standard series is IEC 61513. It provides general 
requirements for I&C systems and equipment that are used to perform functions important to 
safety in NPPs. IEC 61513 structures the IEC SC 45A standard series.  

IEC 61513 refers directly to other IEC SC 45A standards for general topics related to 
categorisation of functions and classification of systems, qualification, separation of systems, 
defence against common cause failure, software aspects of computer-based systems, 
hardware aspects of computer-based systems, and control room design. The standards 
referenced directly at this second level should be considered together with IEC 61513 as a 
consistent document set. 

At a third level, IEC SC 45A standards not directly referenced by IEC 61513 are standards 
related to specific equipment, technical methods, or specific activities. Usually these 
documents, which make reference to second-level documents for general topics, can be used 
on their own. 

A fourth level extending the IEC SC 45A standard series, corresponds to technical reports 
which are not normative. 
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IEC 61513 has adopted a presentation format similar to the basic safety publication 
IEC 61508, with an overall safety life-cycle framework and a system life-cycle framework. 
Regarding nuclear safety, it provides the interpretation of the general requirements of 
IEC 61508-1 [1]1, IEC 61508-2 and IEC 61508-4, for the nuclear application sector. In this 
framework, IEC 60880 and IEC 62138 correspond to IEC 61508-3 [2] for the nuclear 
application sector.  

IEC 61513 refers to ISO as well as to IAEA GS-R-3 and IAEA GS-G-3.1 for topics related to 
quality assurance (QA). 

The IEC SC 45A standards series consistently implements and details the principles and 
basic safety aspects provided in the IAEA code on the safety of NPPs and in the IAEA safety 
series, in particular the requirements document NS-R-1, establishing safety requirements 
related to the design of nuclear power plants, and the safety guide NS-G-1.3 dealing with 
instrumentation and control systems important to safety in nuclear power plants. The 
terminology and definitions used by SC 45A standards are consistent with those used by the 
IAEA. 

NOTE It is assumed that for the design of I&C systems in NPPs that implement conventional safety functions (e.g. 
to address worker safety, asset protection, protection from chemical hazards and process energy hazards), 
international or national standards would be applied, that are based on the requirements of such a standard as the 
IEC 61508 series. 

___________ 
1 References in square brackets refer to the bibliography. 
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NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS –  
INSTRUMENTATION AND CONTROL IMPORTANT TO SAFETY –  

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SYSTEMS 
 
 
 

1 Scope 

1.1 General 

I&C systems important to safety may be implemented using conventional hard-wired equip-
ment, computer-based (CB) equipment or by using a combination of both types of equipment 
(see Note 1). This International Standard provides requirements and recommendations (see 
Note 2) for the overall I&C architecture which may contain either or both technologies. 

This standard highlights also the need for complete and precise requirements, derived from 
the plant safety goals, as a pre-requisite for generating the comprehensive requirements for 
the overall I&C architecture, and hence for the individual I&C systems important to safety.  

This standard introduces the concept of a safety life cycle for the overall I&C architecture, and 
a safety life cycle for the individual systems. By this, it highlights the relations between the 
safety objectives of the NPP and the requirements for the overall architecture of the I&C 
systems important to safety, and the relations between the overall I&C architecture and the 
requirements of the individual systems important to safety. 

The life cycles illustrated in, and followed by, this standard are not the only ones possible; 
other life cycles may be followed, provided that the objectives stated in this standard are 
satisfied. 

NOTE 1 I&C systems may also use electronic modules based on complex electronic components such as ASICs 
or FPGA. Depending on the scope and functionality of these components, they may be treated according to the 
guidance for conventional electronic equipment, or similar to CB equipment. A significant part of the guidance for 
CB equipment is also applicable to the design of equipment with complex electronic components, including e.g. the 
concepts of re-using pre-existing designs, and the evaluation of design errors in software or complex hardware 
designs. 

NOTE 2 In the following, “requirement” is used as a comprehensive term for both requirements and 
recommendations. The distinction appears at the level of the specific provisions where requirements are expressed 
by “shall” and recommendations by “should”. 

1.2 Application: new and pre-existing plants 

This standard applies to the I&C of new nuclear power plants as well as to I&C up-grading or 
back-fitting of existing plants. 

For existing plants, only a subset of requirements is applicable and this subset should be 
identified at the beginning of any project. 

1.3 Framework 

The standard comprises four normative clauses (an overview is provided in Figure 1): 

• Clause 5 addresses the overall architecture of the I&C systems important to safety: 
– defining requirements for the I&C functions, and associated systems and equipment 

derived from the safety analysis of the NPP, the categorisation of I&C functions, and 
the plant lay-out and operational context; 

– structuring the overall I&C architecture, dividing it into a number of systems and 
assigning the I&C functions to systems. Design criteria are identified, including those 
to give defence in depth and to minimize the potential for common cause failure (CCF); 
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