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Foreword 
This Technical Report has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP). 

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal 
TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an 
identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows: 

Version x.y.z 

where: 

x the first digit: 

1 presented to TSG for information; 

2 presented to TSG for approval; 

3 or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control. 

y the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, 
updates, etc. 

z the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document. 
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1 Scope 
This Technical Report (TR) represents the results of the Study on Public Warning System (PWS). The intent of this 
study is to identify requirements and aspects for a Public Warning System. The regulatory requirements and use cases 
for a public warning service have not been finalized in all regions (i.e. in the USA) therefore, the results of this study 
are not applicable for those regions which do not have regulatory requirements defined.   

The Public Warning System is intended to interwork with external networks to provide an end-to-end service. 
Therefore, service interactions with a Warning Notification Provider in external  networks are considered within the 
scope of this document, although the specification of these interactions may be in other standards. If this occurs, a 
reference to that specification shall be made. 

2 References 
The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present 
document. 

• References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or 
non-specific. 

• For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply. 

• For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies.  In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including 
a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same 
Release as the present document. 

[1]   3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications". 

[2]  ETSI TS 102 182: "Emergency Communications (EMTEL); Requirements for communications 
from authorities/organizations to the individuals, groups or the general public during 
emergencies". 

3 Definitions, symbols and abbreviations 

3.1 Definitions 
For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A 
term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1]. 

Notification Area:   is an area where warning notifications are sent. 

Public Warning System:   is a system that delivers Warning Notifications provided by Warning Notification Providers 
to the UEs which have the capability of receiving Warning Notifications within Notification Areas through the 3GPP 
network. 

Public Warning Service:   is a service that delivers Warning Notifications provided by Warning Notification Providers 
to the UEs which have the capability of receiving Warning Notifications within Notification Areas through the 3GPP 
network. 

Warning Notification:   is information which notifies users of the occurrence of the events and may provide users with 
additional information, such as instructions on what to do and or where to get help as long as the emergency lasts. 

Warning Notification Provider:   is an agency (e.g. government and or public service organisations) that provide 
warning notifications and requests PLMN operators to deliver them. 


