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Foreword

xii

Publishing information

This British Standard is published by BSI Standards Limited, under licence from The British
Standards Institution, and came into effect on 31 January 2020. It was prepared by Technical
Committee TDW/4/8, BS 8888 Technical product specification, under the authority of Technical
Committee TDW/4, Technical product realization. A list of organizations represented on these
committees can be obtained on request to their secretary.

Supersession

This British Standard supersedes BS 8888:2017, which is withdrawn.

Information about this document

This edition of the standard is a full revision. It introduces relevant international standards
published since the 2017 edition. It also incorporates more fully than previous editions some of the
fundamental requirements of the key international standards relevant to the preparation of technical
product specifications, such as BS EN [SO 1101 and BS EN ISO 5459. It is hoped that UK industry will
find this edition of BS 8888 more user-friendly than previous editions. It aims to help organizations
better understand and implement the full complement of international standards developed by
ISO/TC 213, Geometrical product specifications and verification, and 1ISO/TC 10, Technical product
documentation.

This publication can be withdrawn, revised, partially superseded or superseded. Information
regarding the status of this publication can be found in the Standards Catalogue on the BSI website at
bsigroup.com/standards, or by contacting the Customer Services team.

Where websites and webpages have been cited, they are provided for ease of reference and are
correct at the time of publication. The location of a webpage or website, or its contents, cannot be
guaranteed.

Several figures are used with kind permission of Iain Macleod Associates Ltd.

Relationship with other publications

The function of BS 8888 is to draw together, in an easily accessible manner, the full complement of
international standards relevant to the preparation of technical product specifications. However, it
is not the intention for BS 8888 to be a “stand-alone” standard. TDW/4 is responsible for a suite of
related national standards, including the various parts of BS 8887, BS 8889 and PD 68888, a new
training document.

BS 8888 was taken up by the Ministry of Defence in 2006 as part of its DEF-STAN for defence project
specification.
Presentational conventions

The provisions of this standard are presented in roman (i.e. upright) type. Its requirements are
expressed in sentences in which the principal auxiliary verb is “shall”.

Commentary, explanation and general informative material is presented in smaller italic type, and does
not constitute a normative element.

In addition, information boxes provide additional informative material that might otherwise have
appeared in informative annexes but was felt to be best placed in the main body of text.
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All dimensions shown in the figures in this British Standard are in millimetres.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract. Users are
responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from legal
obligations.
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Section1 Scope

1.1

Scope

This British Standard specifies requirements for technical product documentation and specification,
principally for manufacturing industries and organizations associated with engineering disciplines,
such as mechanical, electrical, nuclear, automotive, aerospace and medical devices.

The needs of building, architectural, civil, and structural engineering and construction services
industries continue to be covered by the BS 1192 series of standards.

Most of this British Standard consists of an implementation of the ISO system for technical product
documentation and specification. The ISO system is defined in a large number of interlinked and
related international standards which are referenced in this British Standard.

The purpose of this British Standard is to facilitate the use of the ISO system by providing:

e anindex to the international standards which make up the ISO system, referencing them
according to their area of application;

e  key elements of the ISO standards to facilitate their application;

¢ references to additional British and European standards where they provide information or
guidance over and above that provided by ISO standards; and

¢ commentary and recommendations on the application of the standards where this is deemed
useful.

The requirements refer to international and European standards which have been implemented
as British Standards, either in the BS EN, BS EN ISO, BS ISO series or as international standards
renumbered as British Standards.

Annex A (normative) contains a list of normative references, indispensable for the application of this
British Standard.

Annex B (informative) contains a list of informative references.
Annex C (informative) gives information about association.
Annex D (normative) contains requirements for enhanced document security.

Annex E (informative) gives information about the implementation of datums and datum features in
CAD.

Annex F (informative) demonstrates former practice for tolerancing.
Annex G (informative) gives selected ISO fits for holes and shafts.

Annex H (informative) explains how data representing a manufactured surface are filtered by the
measurement process.

Annex I (informative) gives further information about the dimensioning of slots.

1.2

Normative references

The documents listed in Annex A are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their
content constitutes provisions of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies.
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Documents that are referred to solely in an informative manner are listed in the Bibliography (Annex B).
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