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Special Notes
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regarding when and where these publications should be utilized. The formulation and publication of API publications
is not intended in any way to inhibit anyone from using any other practices.
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warrant, or guarantee that such products do in fact conform to the applicable API standard.
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Foreword

Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, for the
manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or product covered by letters patent. Neither should anything
contained in the publication be construed as insuring anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent.

The verbal forms used to express the provisions in this document are as follows.
Shall: As used in a standard, “shall” denotes a minimum requirement in order to conform to the standard.

Should: As used in a standard, “should” denotes a recommendation or that which is advised but not required in order
to conform to the standard.

May: As used in a standard, “may” denotes a course of action permissible within the limits of a standard.
Can: As used in a standard, “can” denotes a statement of possibility or capability.

This document was produced under API standardization procedures that ensure appropriate notification and
participation in the developmental process and is designated as an API standard. Questions concerning the
interpretation of the content of this publication or comments and questions concerning the procedures under which
this publication was developed should be directed in writing to the Director of Standards, American Petroleum
Institute, 200 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20001. Requests for permission to reproduce
or translate all or any part of the material published herein should also be addressed to the director.

Generally, API standards are reviewed and revised, reaffirmed, or withdrawn at least every five years. A one-time
extension of up to two years may be added to this review cycle. Status of the publication can be ascertained from the
API Standards Department, telephone (202) 682-8000. A catalog of API publications and materials is published
annually by API, 200 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20001.

Suggested revisions are invited and should be submitted to the Standards Department, API, 200 Massachusetts
Avenue, NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20001, standards@api.org.
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Specification for Marine Drilling Riser Equipment

1 Scope

This specification establishes standards of performance and quality for the design, manufacture, and
fabrication of marine drilling riser equipment used in conjunction with a subsea blowout preventer (BOP)
stack.

This specification provides the requirements for the following major subsystems in the marine drilling riser
system:

— riser tensioner equipment;

— flex/ball joints;

— choke, kill, and auxiliary lines;

— drape hoses and jumper lines for flex/ball joints;

— telescopic joint (slip joint) and tensioner ring;

— riser joints;

— buoyancy equipment;

— riser running equipment;

— special riser system components;

— lower riser adapter;

— riser coupling.

2 Normative References

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced
document applies (including any addenda/errata).

API Technical Report 5C3, Technical Report on Equations and Calculations for Casing, Tubing, and Line Pipe
Used As Casing or Tubing; and Performance Properties Tables for Casing and Tubing

API Specification 5CT, Specification for Casing and Tubing

API Specification 5L, Specification for Line Pipe

API Specification 6A, Specification for Wellhead and Christmas Tree Equipment

API Standard 6ACRA, Age-hardened Nickel-based Alloys for Oil and Gas Drilling and Production Equipment

API Specification 7K, Drilling and Well Servicing Equipment





