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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical Commission) 

form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of ISO or IEC 

participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees established by the 

respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees 

collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, 

in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. In the field of information technology, ISO and IEC have 

established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of the joint technical committee is to prepare International Standards. Draft International 

Standards adopted by the joint technical committee are circulated to national bodies for voting. Publication as 

an International Standard requires approval by at least 75% of the national bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 

rights. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO/IEC 29500-1 was prepared by ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology, Subcommittee SC 34, Document 

description and processing languages. 

This fourth edition cancels and replaces the third edition (ISO/IEC 29500-1:2012), which has been technically 

revised by incorporation of the Technical Corrigenda ISO/IEC 29500-1:2012/Cor.1:2015 and ISO/IEC 29500-

1:2012/Cor.2:2016. 

ISO/IEC 29500 consists of the following parts, under the general title Information technology — Document 

description and processing languages — Office Open XML File Formats: 

 Part 1: Fundamentals and Markup Language Reference 

 Part 2: Open Packaging Conventions 

 Part 3: Markup Compatibility and Extensibility 

 Part 4: Transitional Migration Features 

Annexes A, F and G form a normative part of this Part of ISO/IEC 29500. Annexes B–E and H–M are for 

information only. 

This Part of ISO/IEC 29500 includes five annexes (Annex A, Annex B, Annex F, Annex G, and Annex H) that refer 

to data files provided in electronic form. 
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The document representation formats defined by this Part are different from the formats defined in the 

corresponding Part of ECMA-376:2006. Some of the differences are reflected in schema changes, as shown in 

Annex M of this Part. 
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Introduction 

ISO/IEC 29500 specifies a family of XML schemas, collectively called Office Open XML, which define the XML 

vocabularies for word-processing, spreadsheet, and presentation documents, as well as the packaging of 

documents that conform to these schemas. 

The goal is to enable the implementation of the Office Open XML formats by the widest set of tools and 

platforms, fostering interoperability across office productivity applications and line-of-business systems, as well 

as to support and strengthen document archival and preservation, all in a way that is fully compatible with the 

existing corpus of Microsoft Office documents. 
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Information technology — Document description and 

processing languages — Office Open XML File Formats 

Part 1: 

Fundamentals and Markup Language Reference 

 

1. Scope 

ISO/IEC 29500 defines a set of XML vocabularies for representing word-processing documents, spreadsheets and 

presentations. On the one hand, the goal of ISO/IEC 29500 is to be capable of faithfully representing the pre-

existing corpus of word-processing documents, spreadsheets and presentations that had been produced by the 

Microsoft Office applications (from Microsoft Office 97 to Microsoft Office 2008, inclusive) at the date of the 

creation of ISO/IEC 29500. It also specifies requirements for Office Open XML consumers and producers. On the 

other hand, the goal is to facilitate extensibility and interoperability by enabling implementations by multiple 

vendors and on multiple platforms. 

This Part of ISO/IEC 29500 specifies concepts for documents and applications of both strict and transitional 

conformance. 




