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Foreword

(This Foreword is not a part of American National Standard for Guidelines for the Documentation of Digital
Computer Programs, N413-1974.)

This standard presents guidelines for the documentation of engineering and scientific
computer programs. Good documentation promotes understanding, reduces duplication
of effort, eases conversion to different computer environments and aids modification for
extended applications. Good documentation is essential for implementation and ef-
fective use of programs obtained from other installations.

Since the intention of this standard is to encourage better communication between the
developer and user, it should be regarded as a guide rather than a set of rigid
specifications. As a guide, it is sufficiently comprehensive to apply to large-scale
programs intended for extensive external use. Not all features of this document are ap-
propriate in all circumstances. For example, programs in the initial experimental stage
would not be expected to require as extensive documentation as outlined in this stan-
dard. The degree of conformance is a matter of judgment and must be decided for each
individual situation by the management of the development effort. In general, as the
project complexity increases so does the need for more complete documentation. An
organization may have special documentation requirements which supersede or extend
these guidelines.

This standard was prepared by the ANS-10 Subcommittee of the American Nuclear
Society’s Standards Commiittee. This subcommittee is sponsored by the Mathematics
and Computation Division of the Society. The Mathematics and Computation Division
has encouraged the development and interchange of digital computer programs. These
recommendations are based on experience with computer programs for scientific and
engineering calculations in the nuclear industry. This standard is a revision of ANS-
STD.2-1967 and supersedes it. 4

The membership of the ANS-10 Subcommittee at the time of approval was:

J. E. Olhoeft, Chairman, Westinghouse Electric H. E. P. Krug, Jr., Illinois Power Company
Corporation (NES) R. C. Liikala, Battelle Pacific Northwest

N. H. Barth, General Electric Company (NED) Laboratories

M. K. Butler, Argonne National Laboratory N. H. Marshall, Aerojet Nuclear Company

M. L. Couchman, NUS Corporation B. F. Maskewitz, Oak Ridge National Laboratory

J. E. Gratteau, Gulf Oil Corporation (C&CSD) G. R

D.R

. Poetschat, Control Data Corporation
L. I. Kopp, US. Atomic Energy Commission . Vondy, Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Many other individuals have contributed their knowledge and experience to this effort.

The American National Standards Committee N17, Research Reactors, Reactor
Physics, and Radiation Shielding, which reviewed and approved this standard in
November, 1973 had the following membership:

W. L. Whittemore, Chairman
R. S. Carter, Secretary

Organization Represented Name of Representative
American College of RAdIOIOZY .. vvvetiiniiin e iiinneeainnnsannens M. M. Ter Pogossian
American Institute of Chemical Engineers ... ..ceiiiiiiiiiiiviiniiirsnsianiissoineeniinises R. Duffy
American Nuclear SocTelyrs ; s s s semmmmm s ¢ ¢ s s s seeeemissmsms sy IR e s saRes s & 4 s W. L. Whittemore
American Physical Society .............. o A RS BT AT S U A s « » W. W. Havens, Jr.

H. Goldstein (Alt.)
Anverican Public Health ASSOCIATION 5 : 4 msuqmims ooy sims s s aaes:s:ain s sen.s sodaes s 6 5 § 5 5 8 C. G. Amato

W. A. Holt (Alt.)
American Society of Mechanical Engineers. ... .... . oo viiiuiiniiiiieiiiiiiiennsiienen R. A. Axford
American Society of Radiologic Technologists ......oiveeverreenenenniinsneasneanneen.....d. Ho Tolan
Health Physics Suciety ;s somemmas i o5 s mmni i 5 5 Saisssissss s e b (R nosaes ss v £ § 4 5 § C. A. Willins
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers ........ vevirerreieiiemininoierniennas H. A. Thomas
National Bureau of Standards .......... it R. S. Carter

R. M. Rabhy (Alt.)
National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements. ........cvvviriurieeeanisns A. B. Chilton
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