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1 Scope 
The present document of DVB-Simulcrypt addresses the requirements for interoperability between two or more 
conditional access systems at a head-end. It specifies the system architecture, timing relationships, messaging 
structures, extended interoperability and control. 

The components within the system architecture represent functional units. The boundaries between physical units are 
not required to match the boundaries between functional units. It is possible that the SCS could be in the MUX or the 
SCS and MUX could be built independently. Neither architecture is mandated. 

1.1 Common scrambling algorithm 
The DVB-Simulcrypt group has looked at issues relating to the concepts of the common scrambling algorithm, within 
the DVB-Simulcrypt environment. 

The DVB-Simulcrypt system is based on the concept of a shared scrambling and descrambling method. The group has 
looked at the possible constraints, which the DVB-Simulcrypt architecture might impose on the use of such a shared 
scrambling and descrambling method. No problems were noted. 

1.2 Language 
The word "shall" is used in a normative statement that can be verified and is mandatory. The word "should" is used in 
the context of a recommendation or a statement that cannot be verified or is not mandatory (it may be optional). 

2 References 
References are either specific (identified by date of publication and/or edition number or version number) or 
non-specific. 

• For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply. 

• Non-specific reference may be made only to a complete document or a part thereof and only in the following 
cases:  

- if it is accepted that it will be possible to use all future changes of the referenced document for the 
purposes of the referring document;  

- for informative references. 

Referenced documents which are not found to be publicly available in the expected location might be found at 
http://docbox.etsi.org/Reference. 

For online referenced documents, information sufficient to identify and locate the source shall be provided. Preferably, 
the primary source of the referenced document should be cited, in order to ensure traceability. Furthermore, the 
reference should, as far as possible, remain valid for the expected life of the document. The reference shall include the 
method of access to the referenced document and the full network address, with the same punctuation and use of upper 
case and lower case letters. 

NOTE: While any hyperlinks included in this clause were valid at the time of publication ETSI cannot guarantee 
their long term validity. 
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