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Foreword

Publishing information

This part of BS 8000 is published by BSI Standards Limited, under licence from
The British Standards Institution, and came into effect on 31 January 2014. It
was prepared by Technical Committee B/209, General building codes. A list of
organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on request to its
secretary.

Supersession

This part of BS 8000 partially supersedes some general aspects currently covered
in the following individual parts of the series: BS 8000-1:1989, BS 8000-2.1:1990,
BS 8000-2.2:1990, BS 8000-3:2001, BS 8000-4:1989, BS 8000-5:1990,
BS 8000-6:2013, BS 8000-7:1990, BS 8000-8:1994, BS 8000-9:2003,
BS 8000-10:1995, BS 8000-11:2011, BS 8000-12:1989, BS 8000-13:1989,
BS 8000-14:1989, BS 8000-15:1990 and BS 8000-16:1997+A1:2010.

Relationship with other publications

BS 8000 is a series of standards describing the execution of works for a range of
construction activities. They are issued to fill a gap in the authoritative
information that is available to those specifying and assisting in the description
of processes to ensure better construction quality. The various parts of BS 8000
draw content from, and relate to, other relevant British Standards and codes.

This part of BS 8000 provides a context for the activities described in the
individual parts, encouraging liaison and awareness of the adjoining/dependent
trades and processes in the construction sequence (whether or not they are
subject to one of the specialist titles in the series).

Use of this document

As a code of practice, this part of BS 8000 takes the form of guidance and
recommendations. It should not be quoted as if it were a specification and
particular care should be taken to ensure that claims of compliance are not
misleading.

Any user claiming compliance with this part of BS 8000 is expected to be able to
justify any course of action that deviates from its recommendations.

Presentational conventions

The provisions of this standard are presented in roman (i.e. upright) type. Its
recommendations are expressed in sentences in which the principal auxiliary
verb is “should”.

Commentary, explanation and general informative material is presented in
smaller italic type, and does not constitute a normative element.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from legal
obligations.
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Introduction
It is generally accepted and has been demonstrated over time that good general
supervision and control of a process is beneficial to achieving quality and
reducing waste and cost (e.g. by reducing re-work). In order to do this it is
important to have good reference standards. This is the main rationale behind
the BS 8000 series of standards (see Annex A for a full list of these standards).

This part of BS 8000 sets the scene for the next generation of these standards,
including a change of title from “building sites” to the more general
“construction sites”. While this will initially create a minor titling anomaly
between this and the other parts, it is expected that future revisions of the
various parts of BS 8000 will adopt this change in titling.

1 Scope
This British Standard establishes the general principles behind the BS 8000 series
of standards that cover workmanship in the execution of certain works on
construction sites. It includes general principles of issues such as tolerance,
accuracy, fit, preparation of materials, interdependencies between trades, and
draws attention to certain health and safety issues.

It gives links with the Uniclass system (see Annex A) to provide a common
referencing structure with other documentation.

NOTE 1 Individual parts of BS 8000 might refer to the Competent Person Schemes
in respect of regulatory requirements and to Green Deal requirements.

NOTE 2 A list of titles in the BS 8000 series is included in Annex A.

2 Health and safety
COMMENTARY ON CLAUSE 2

Attention is drawn to existing health and safety legislation, including The
Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2007 (CDM) [1].

All health and safety procedures, protocols and guidance related to construction
operations that a construction site has in place should be complied with at all
times.

NOTE Annex B lists health and safety issues highlighted in general guidance from
the HSE. This is intended as a convenient prompt to users of this standard (and its
other parts), not as a comprehensive list of health and safety issues. For more
detailed information on health and safety issues, see www.hse.gov.uk.

3 Accuracy

3.1 General
COMMENTARY ON 3.1

Each of the individual parts of BS 8000 deal with the trade, material and other
particular issues to do with accuracy and fit in the completion of that work.

The issue of accuracy should be addressed in the following ways:

• from a functional perspective: for example, structural integrity is likely to be
dependent on achieving a certain degree of accuracy and fit;

• from a durability (longevity) perspective: for example, poorly fitting
components might accelerate weathering damage;
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