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Date of Issuance: January 30, 2015

This Standard will be revised when the Society approves the issuance of a new edition.

ASME issues written replies to inquiries concerning interpretations of technical aspects of this Standard. Periodically 
certain actions of the ASME Committee on Conformity Assessment Requirements may be published as Cases. Cases 
and interpretations are published on the ASME Web site under the Committee Pages at http://cstools.asme.org/ as 
they are issued. Interpretations will also be included with each edition.

Errata to codes and standards may be posted on the ASME Web site under the Committee Pages to provide correc-
tions to incorrectly published items, or to correct typographical or grammatical errors in codes and standards. Such 
errata shall be used on the date posted.

The Committee Pages can be found at http://cstools.asme.org/. There is an option available to automatically receive 
an e-mail notification when errata are posted to a particular code or standard. This option can be found on the appro-
priate Committee Page after selecting “Errata” in the “Publication Information” section.

ASME is the registered trademark of The American Society of Mechanical Engineers.

This code or standard was developed under procedures accredited as meeting the criteria for American National Standards. The 
Standards Committee that approved the code or standard was balanced to assure that individuals from competent and concerned interests 
have had an opportunity to participate. The proposed code or standard was made available for public review and comment that provides 
an opportunity for additional public input from industry, academia, regulatory agencies, and the public-at-large.

ASME does not “approve,” “rate,” or “endorse” any item, construction, proprietary device, or activity.
ASME does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights asserted in connection with any items mentioned in this 

document, and does not undertake to insure anyone utilizing a standard against liability for infringement of any applicable letters patent, 
nor assumes any such liability. Users of a code or standard are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such patent rights, 
and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own responsibility.

Participation by federal agency representative(s) or person(s) affiliated with industry is not to be interpreted as government or industry 
endorsement of this code or standard.

ASME accepts responsibility for only those interpretations of this document issued in accordance with the established ASME procedures 
and policies, which precludes the issuance of interpretations by individuals.

No part of this document may be reproduced in any form,
in an electronic retrieval system or otherwise,

without the prior written permission of the publisher.
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FOREWORD

In February 2009, the ASME Board on Conformity Assessment (BCA) formed the Committee on Conformity 
Assessment Requirements. The mission of this Committee was to develop a separate standard that includes the nec-
essary ASME conformity assessment requirements currently contained in various ASME Codes and Standards. This 
Standard is a result of that mission.

The first edition was published in 2013 and was written specifically to inform the non-nuclear boiler and pressure 
vessel industry of the direction in which ASME will be implementing and updating its conformity assessment pro-
grams. Future editions will be published to minimize content duplication and potential conflicts of statements for all 
of ASME’s conformity assessment programs.

The 2014 edition has been revised to permit other ASME conformity assessment programs to reference the ASME 
CA-1 Standard.

These requirements were developed and are maintained by the ASME Committee on Conformity Assessment 
Requirements that reports to the ASME Board on Conformity Assessment. The Committee operates under the proce-
dures accredited by the American National Standards Institute.

Requests for interpretations of or revisions to this Standard are welcome. They should be sent to The American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers; Attn: Secretary, Conformity Assessment Requirements Committee; Two Park 
Avenue; New York, NY 10016-5990.
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STATEMENT OF POLICY ON THE USE OF THE ASME 
CERTIFICATION MARK IN ADVERTISING

ASME has established procedures to recognize the capabilities of organizations to provide items and/or services 
in conformance with governing standards. It is the aim of the Society to provide recognition of organizations author-
ized to apply the ASME Certification Mark under a Certificate of Authorization. An organization holding an ASME 
Certificate of Authorization may state its capability to provide items in conformance with the governing standard in 
its advertising literature.

Organizations that have demonstrated their capability to provide items in conformance with the governing stan
dard are issued Certificates of Authorization and are authorized to mark such items with the Certification Mark 
when those items are constructed under the Certificate of Authorization. It is the aim of the Society to maintain the 
standing of the Certification Mark for the benefit of the users, the enforcement jurisdictions, and the holders of the 
Certification Mark who comply with all requirements. 

Based on these objectives, the following policy has been established on the usage in advertising of facsimiles of 
the Certification Mark, Certificates of Authorization, and reference to Code construction. The American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers does not “approve,” “certify,” “rate,” or “endorse” any item, construction, or activity, and there 
shall be no statements or implications that might so indicate. An organization holding a Certificate of Authorization 
may state in advertising literature that items, constructions, or activities “are built (produced or performed) or activi-
ties conducted in accordance with the requirements of [identify the designation and name of the governing stand-
ard],” or “meet the requirements of [identify the designation and name of the governing standard].” An ASME 
corporate logo shall not be used by any organization other than ASME. 

The Certification Mark shall be used only for stamping and nameplates as specifically provided in the governing 
standard. However, facsimiles may be used for the purpose of fostering the use of such construction. Such usage may 
be by an association or a society, or by a holder of the Certification Mark who may also use the facsimile in advertis-
ing to show that clearly specified items will carry the Certification Mark. 
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CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS

1	 INTRODUCTION

1.1	 Scope

This Standard specifies the requirements for accredi-
tation and certification of organizations supplying prod-
ucts and/or services that are intended to conform to the 
requirements of ASME standards listed in Table 1.

1.2	 Definitions

Applicant: a company applying for ASME accreditation 
or certification.

ASME Designated Organization: an entity appointed by 
ASME to perform an administrative activity in accord-
ance with an applicable code or standard.

ASME Designee: an individual authorized by ASME to 
perform administrative functions on its behalf.

audit: a documented evaluation performed to verify, by 
examination of objective evidence, that those selected 
elements of a previously approved quality management 
system have been developed, documented, and imple-
mented in accordance with specific requirements. An 
audit does not include surveillance or inspection for the 
purpose of process control, or acceptance of material or 
items.

Authorized Inspection Agency: an organization accredited 
by ASME in accordance with ASME QAI-1. 

Certificate Holder: an organization that has been accred-
ited or certified by ASME and is in possession of an 
ASME Certificate of Authorization.

Certified Individual: an individual employee of the 
Certificate Holder who is authorized by ASME under 
a Certificate of Authorization to apply the ASME 
Certification Mark on items that are in compliance 
with the governing standard, and who may serve as 
the Certificate Holder’s authorized representative 
responsible for signing data reports or certificates of 
conformance.

Enforcement Authority: a government entity that enforces 
regulations or laws and that formally recognizes an 
ASME code or standard as a means of compliance with 
those regulations or laws.

evaluation: an assessment performed to determine the 
capabilities of an organization to meet the requirements 

of the governing standard. The governing standard 
identifies the type of evaluation to be performed, i.e., 
audit, interview, review, survey.

governing standard: the code or standard that establishes 
the technical conformance requirements for the product 
and/or service to be certified.

organization: a legal entity that holds, or has applied for, 
ASME accreditation or certification.

Qualified Inspection Organization: an organization accred-
ited by ASME in accordance with ASME QAI-1 that pro-
vides designated oversight through the use of Qualified 
Inspectors (QIs).

quality management system: an all-inclusive term that covers 
quality assurance, quality control, quality system, or qual-
ity program, depending on the requirements of the govern-
ing standard.

review: evaluation of a manufacturer’s quality control sys-
tem, including a demonstration of compliance with Sections 
of the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code covered by 
the scope of the Certificate(s) being applied for, including, 
as applicable, design, material, fabrication, examination, 
testing, inspection, and certification. This term is not appli-
cable to certification programs addressed under Section III 
of the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code.

survey: documented evaluation of an organization’s 
capability to provide an item in conformance with the 
governing standard as verified by a determination of 
the adequacy of the organization’s quality manage-
ment system and by review of the implementation of 
that quality management system at the location of the 
work.

Team Leader: an ASME Designee who is also a member 
of the team, who has complete responsibility for the 
conduct of the audit, interview, investigation, review, or 
survey.

2	 CERTIFICATION PROCESS

2.1	 Application

2.1.1  Any organization desiring a Certificate of 
Authorization shall apply to ASME. The applica-
tion and related contract, forms, and information may 
be obtained from the ASME Conformity Assessment 
department (www.asme.org).
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