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Preface 
This is the second edition of CSA Z259.17, Selection and use of active fall-protection equipment and 
systems. This Standard supersedes the previous edition published in 2016.

The purpose of this Standard is to provide criteria for the safe selection and use of fall-protection 
equipment and systems.

Significant changes in this edition include the following:
a) information included on selection and use of post-fall rescue equipment, plans, and procedures.;
b) enhanced the emergency and rescue plan identification requirements;
c) equations are now provided for required clearance — vertical lifeline;
d) new annex on examples of improper use and assembly of equipment, systems and components;
e) new annex on sample site-specific fall protection work plan; and
f) new annex outlining a recommended rescue flow chart.

This Standard does not supersede the authority having jurisdiction. The manufacturer’s instructions and 
recommendations are part of the safe use and operation of the fall-protection equipment and systems.

This Standard was developed by CSA Group with funding support provided by the Canadian Association 
of Administrators of Labour Law — Occupational Safety and Health (CAALL-OSH), including Provincial 
and Territorial Governments, as well as the Government of Canada. CSA Group is solely responsible for 
the content of this Standard, and CSA Group and the funding bodies disclaim any liability in connection 
with the use of the information contained herein.

This Standard was prepared by the Subcommittee on Selection and Use of Active Fall-Protection 
Equipment and Systems under the jurisdiction of the Technical Committee on Fall Protection and the 
Strategic Steering Committee on Occupational Health and Safety, and has been formally approved by 
the Technical Committee.

This Standard has been developed in compliance with Standards Council of Canada requirements for 
National Standards of Canada. It has been published as a National Standard of Canada by CSA Group.
Notes: 
1) Use of the singular does not exclude the plural (and vice versa) when the sense allows.
2) Although the intended primary application of this Standard is stated in its Scope, it is important to note that it 

remains the responsibility of the users of the Standard to judge its suitability for their particular purpose.
3) This Standard was developed by consensus, which is defined by CSA Policy governing standardization — Code 

of good practice for standardization as “substantial agreement. Consensus implies much more than a simple 
majority, but not necessarily unanimity”. It is consistent with this definition that a member may be included in 
the Technical Committee list and yet not be in full agreement with all clauses of this Standard.

4) To submit a request for interpretation of this Standard, please send the following information to 
inquiries@csagroup.org and include “Request for interpretation” in the subject line: 
a) define the problem, making reference to the specific clause, and, where appropriate, include an 

illustrative sketch;
b) provide an explanation of circumstances surrounding the actual field condition; and
c) where possible, phrase the request in such a way that a specific “yes” or “no” answer will address the 

issue.
Committee interpretations are processed in accordance with the CSA Directives and guidelines governing 
standardization and are available on the Current Standards Activities page at standardsactivities.csa.ca.

http://standardsactivities.csa.ca
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5) This Standard is subject to review within five years from the date of publication. Suggestions for its 
improvement will be referred to the appropriate committee. To submit a proposal for change, please send the 
following information to inquiries@csagroup.org and include “Proposal for change” in the subject line: 
a) Standard designation (number);
b) relevant clause, table, and/or figure number;
c) wording of the proposed change; and
d) rationale for the change.
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CSA Z259.17:21
Selection and use of active fall-protection 
equipment and systems

0 Introduction
Effective abatement of fall hazards is complex, requiring skilled selection and assembly of equipment 
and systems. The chosen solutions need to be understood and properly used by workers, balancing 
protection from danger against the practical need to accomplish work. The optimal solution needs to 
consider the type of work, the frequency of access, the knowledge and skill of the workers, and many 
other factors. A solution that is effective for one situation can be cumbersome or even dangerous in 
another.

Other standards in the CSA Z259 series provide criteria for the design and functioning of individual 
components and systems, providing quality products to the marketplace. Available equipment and 
systems have various features, some of which may or may not be considered, tested, or certified to 
these standards. They may be combined in a wide variety of ways to address a wide variety of 
scenarios, with consequent variance in effectiveness.

The purpose of this Standard is to provide guidance for the selection and use of active fall-protection 
systems and equipment. It provides information, methods, and criteria to assess how equipment and 
assembled systems behave, and how solutions should be selected and implemented.

1 Scope

1.1 
This Standard specifies requirements for the selection, use, and application of active fall-protection 
equipment and systems as well as information on selection and use of post-fall rescue equipment, 
plans, and procedures.

1.2 
The purpose of this Standard is to provide criteria and considerations for the safe selection and use of 
active fall-protection equipment and systems.

1.3 
The selection and use of fall-protection systems as part of a fall-protection program that may include 
such elements as hazard assessment, work methods, purchasing, practices, training, maintenance, and 
inspection intended to minimize the risks involved.

1.4 
The clauses of this Standard are intended to reduce risks, which are inherent in all active fall-protection 
systems.


