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Foreword 
This Technical Specification has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP). 

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal 
TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an 
identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows: 

Version x.y.z 

where: 

x the first digit: 

1 presented to TSG for information; 

2 presented to TSG for approval; 

3 or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control. 

y the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, 
updates, etc. 

z the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document. 
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1 Scope 
The present document defines the stage-2 service description for the General Packet Radio Service (GPRS) which is a 
packet bearer service and a main part of the packet domain. ITU-T Recommendation I.130 [29] describes a three-stage 
method for characterisation of telecommunication services, and ITU-T Recommendation Q.65 [31] defines stage 2 of 
the method. The GPRS described in the present document is also the description of the GERAN and UTRAN related 
functionality of the Evolved Packet System (EPS) according to TS 23.401 [89]. 

The present document does not cover the Radio Access Network functionality. TS 43.064 [11] contains an overall 
description of the GSM EDGE Radio Access Network (GERAN). TS 25.401 [53] contains an overall description of the 
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (UTRAN). TS 43.051 [74] contains an overall description of GSM/EDGE 
Radio Access Network. 

The present document does not cover the functionality of the GPRS enhancements for the Evolved Universal Terrestrial 
Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN). This functionality and also the interoperation functionality between E-UTRAN 
and GERAN/UTRAN accesses are described in TS 23.401 [89]. 

The present document specifies functions, procedures and information which apply to GERAN Iu mode. However, 
functionality related to GERAN Iu mode is neither maintained nor enhanced since Rel-9. 

2 References 
The following documents contain provisions, which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present 
document. 

- References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or 
non-specific. 

- For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply. 

- For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies. For a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM 
document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release 
as the present document. 
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