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Foreword

(This foreword is not a part of Accredited Standards Committee C2-1997, National Electrical Safety Code®.)

This publication consists of the parts of the National Electrical Safety Code® (NESC®) currently in effect.
The former practice of designating parts by editions has not been practical for some time. In the 1977 Edition,
Parts 1 and 4 were 6th Editions; Part 2 was a 7th Edition; Part 3, a revision of the 6th Edition; Part 2, Section
29, did not cover the same subject matter as the 5th Edition; and Part 3 had been withdrawn in 1970. In the
1987 Edition, revisions were made in all parts and revisions to all parts have been made in subsequent edi-
tions. It is therefore recommended that reference to the NESC be made solely by the year of the published
volume and desired part number. Separate copies of the individual parts are not available.

Work on the NESC started in 1913 at the National Bureau of Standards (NBS), resulting in the publication
of NBS Circular 49. The last complete edition of the Code (the 5th Edition, NBS Handbook H30) was issued
in 1948, although separate portions had been available at various times starting in 1938. Part 2—Definitions,
and the Grounding Rules, 6th Edition, were issued as NBS Handbook H81, ANSI C2.2-1960, in November
1961, but work on other parts was not actively in process again until 1970. 

In 1970 the C2 Committee decided to delete the Rules for the Installation and Maintenance of Electric
Utilization Equipment (Part 3 of the 5th Edition), now largely covered by the National Electrical Code (AN-
SI/NFPA 70), and the Rules for Radio Installations (Part 5 of the 5th Edition) from future editions. The Dis-
cussion of the NESC, issued as NBS Handbook H4 (1928 Edition) for the 4th Edition of the NESC, and as
NBS Handbook H39 for Part 2 of the Grounding Rules of the 5th Edition, was not published for the 6th Edi-
tion. 

The 1981 Edition included major changes in Parts 1, 2, and 3, minor changes in Part 4, and the incorpo-
ration of the rules common to all parts into Section 1. The 1984 Edition was revised to update all references
and to list those references in a new Section 3. Rounded metric values, for information only, were added.
Gender-related terminology was deleted. Sections 1—Introduction, 2—Definitions, 3—References, and 9—
Grounding Methods, were made applicable to each of the Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4. 

The 1987 Edition was revised extensively. Definitions were changed or added. Requirements affecting
grounding methods, electric supply stations, overhead line clearances and loading, underground lines, and
work rules were revised. 

The 1990 Edition included several major changes. General rules were revised. A significant change to the
method for specifying overhead line clearances was made and the rationale added as Appendix A. Require-
ments for clearances of overhead lines from grain bins and an alternate method for determining the strength
requirements for wood structures were added. Rules covering grounding methods, electric supply stations,
underground lines, and work rules were changed.

In the 1993 Edition, changes were made in the rules applicable to emergency and temporary installations.
In Section 9 and Parts 1, 2, and 3, rules were extended or clarified to include HVDC systems. The require-
ments for random separation of direct-buried supply and communication systems were modified for consis-
tency and clarity, as was the rule in Part 4 on tagging electric supply circuits.

For 1997, several changes were made that affected all or several parts of the Code. The most significant
of these, which is stated in Section 1, is to show numerical values in the metric (SI) system first, with the
customary inch-foot-pound values (inside parentheses) following.

The second general change was the addition of NOTES referring to several ANSI standards on safety
signs.

Finally, in order to reduce the probability of misinterpretation, words such as “minimize the possibility”
or “prevent” were changed to “limit the likelihood” or similar language. One exception to this type of change
is Part 4.

In Section 2, definitions of several items related to worker safety, and a definition of limited access high-
ways, were added. The definition of a generating station was changed and relocated as one type of an electric
supply station.

The list of references in Section 3 was reorganized and revised so as to include only documents referred
to in one or more sections of the Code.
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In Section 9—Grounding Methods, changes were made in rules affecting the grounding of fences so as to
state only the methods of grounding to be used when the grounding of fences is required by other parts of the
Code. The wording of rules affecting Ampacity and Strength Underground Installations, Separation of
Grounding Conductors, and Communication Apparatus was changed for clarity.

In Section 9 and Parts 1 and 2, rules were extended or clarified to include HVDC Systems.
In Part 1—Electric Supply Stations, requirements for a safety clearance zone for fences relative to exposed

live parts were added. In most cases, requirements copied from the National Electrical Code®, NFPA 70
were replaced by direct references to the applicable rules of the NEC document. A requirement for short cir-
cuit protection of power transformers was added.

In Part 2—Overhead Lines, changes were made to the clearance rules applicable to emergency and tem-
porary installations to allow for the proper choice of methods for assuring safety. Footnotes to several tables
regarding the requirements applicable to ungrounded guys and ungrounded portions of span guys were add-
ed, as were clearance requirements for unguarded rigid live parts over or near swimming pools. Clearance
requirements between different facilities located on the same structure were changed. Strength requirements
contained in Sections 24, 25, and 26 were revised completely.

In Part 3—Underground Lines, the requirements for random separation of direct-buried supply and com-
munication cables were modified with respect to sequential marking of the identification symbol with other
data on the cable. A requirement for a continuous metallic shield for some communication cables was added.

In Part 4—Work Rules, a requirement that warning signs and tags comply with the provisions of applica-
ble ANSI standards, and extensive requirements for fall protection were added. The rule on tagging electric
supply circuits was revised to clarify its application to Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA)
Systems.

A bibliography, Appendix B, was added to this edition, which consists of a list of resources identified in
notes or recommendations. Only those sources identified in rules are included in the references of Section 3.

Substantive changes in the 1997 edition are identified by a bar in the left-hand margin. In several cases,
rules have been relocated without substantive changes in the wording. In these cases, only the rule numbers
have been indicated as having been changed.

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc., was designated as the administrative secretariat
for C2 in January 1973, assuming the functions formerly performed by the National Bureau of Standards.

Comments on the rules and suggestions for their improvement are invited, especially from those who have
experience in their practical application. In future editions every effort will be made to improve the rules,
both in the adequacy of coverage and in the clarification of requirements. Comments should be addressed to:

Secretary
National Electrical Safety Code Committee
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc.
445 Hoes Lane
P.O. Box 1331
Piscataway, NJ 08855-1331

A representative Committee on Interpretations has been established to prepare replies to requests for in-
terpretation of the rules contained in the Code. Requests for interpretation should state the rule in question
as well as the conditions under which it is being applied. Interpretations are intended to clarify the intent of
specific rules and are not intended to supply consulting information on the application of the Code. Requests
for interpretation should be sent to the address above.

If the request is suitable for processing, it will be sent to the Interpretations Committee. After consider-
ation by the committee, which may involve many exchanges of correspondence, the inquirer will be notified
of its decision. Decisions are published regularly and may be ordered.

The NESC as written is a voluntary standard. However, some editions and some parts of the Code have
been adopted, with and without changes, by some state and local jurisdictional authorities. To determine the
legal status of the National Electrical Safety Code in any particular state or locality within a state, the author-
ity having jurisdiction should be contacted. 
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1

SECTION 1. INTRODUCTION

Section 1.
Introduction to the 

National Electrical Safety Code®

010. Purpose
The purpose of these rules is the practical safeguarding of persons during the installation, operation,
or maintenance of electric supply and communication lines and associated equipment. 

These rules contain the basic provisions that are considered necessary for the safety of employees and
the public under the specified conditions. This code is not intended as a design specification or as an
instruction manual.

011. Scope
These rules cover supply and communication lines, equipment, and associated work practices em-
ployed by a public or private electric supply, communications, railway, or similar utility in the exercise
of its function as a utility. They cover similar systems under the control of qualified persons, such as
those associated with an industrial complex or utility interactive system.
NESC® rules do not cover installations in mines, ships, railway rolling equipment, aircraft, or automo-
tive equipment, or utilization wiring except as covered in Parts 1 and 3. For building utilization wiring
requirements, see the National Electrical Code® (NEC®), NFPA 70-1993.1

012. General Rules
A. All electric supply and communication lines and equipment shall be designed, constructed, operated,

and maintained to meet the requirements of these rules.
B. The utilities, authorized contractors, or other entities, as applicable, performing design, construction,

operation, or maintenance tasks for electric supply or communication lines or equipment covered by
this code shall be responsible for meeting applicable requirements.

C. For all particulars not specified in these rules, construction and maintenance should be done in accor-
dance with accepted good practice for the given local conditions known at the time by those respon-
sible for the construction or maintenance of the communication or supply lines and equipment.

013. Application
A. New Installations and Extensions

1. These rules shall apply to all new installations and extensions, except that they may be waived or
modified by the administrative authority. When so waived or modified, safety shall be provided in
other ways. 
EXAMPLE: Alternative working methods, such as the use of barricades, guards, or other electrical protective
equipment, may be implemented along with appropriate alternative working clearances as a means of provid-
ing safety when working near energized conductors.

2. Types of construction and methods of installation other than those specified in the rules may be
used experimentally to obtain information, if done where qualified supervision is provided.

B. Existing Installations
1. Where an existing installation meets, or is altered to meet, these rules, such installation is consid-

ered to be in compliance with this edition and is not required to comply with any previous edition.
2. Existing installations, including maintenance replacements, that currently comply with prior edi-

tions of the Code, need not be modified to comply with these rules except as may be required for
safety reasons by the administrative authority.

1Information on references can be found in Section 3.
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