2003 International Building Code®

First Printing: December 2002
Second Printing: June 2003
Third Printing: November 2003
Fourth Printing: March 2004
Fifth Printing: May 2004
Sixth Printing: December 2004
Seventh Printing: October 2005

ISBN # 1-892395-56-8 (soft)
ISBN # 1-892395-55-X (loose-leaf)
ISBN # 1-892395-79-7 (e-document)

COPYRIGHT © 2002
by
INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, INC.

ALLRIGHTS RESERVED. This 2003 International Building Code® is a copyrighted work owned by the International Code Coun-
cil, Inc. Without advance written permission from the copyright owner, no part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or trans-
mitted in any form or by any means, including, without limitation, electronic, optical or mechanical means (by way of example and
not limitation, photocopying, or recording by or in an information storage retrieval system). For information on permission to copy
material exceeding fair use, please contact: Publications, 4051 West Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL 60478-5795 (Phone
800-214-4321).

Trademarks: “International Code Council,” the “International Code Council” logo and the “International Building Code” are trade-
marks of the International Code Council, Inc.

PRINTED IN THE U.S.A.



PREFACE

Introduction

[Internationally, codeofficialsrecognizetheneedforamodern, up-to-datebuilding code addressir;%hedesignandin_st_alIat_ion of
buildingsystemsthroughrequire mentsemphasizingperformance. The International Building Code®, in this 2003 edi tion, is de-
signed to meet these needs through model code reg u lations that safe guard the pub lic health and safety inall com mu ni ties, large and
small.

This comprehensive building code establishes minimum regulations for building systems using prescriptive and perfor-
mance-relatedprovisions. Itis founded on broad-based prin ci ples that make pos si ble the useof new mate ri alsand new build ing de-
signs. This 2003 edition is fully compatible with all the International Codes (“I-Codes”) pub lished by the International Code
Council (ICC),includingthe ICCElectricalCode, International EnergyConservationCode, International ExistingBuildingCode,
International Fire Code, International Fuel GasCode, InternationalMechanicalCode, ICC PerformanceCode, International
Plumbing Code, Inter national Private Sewage Disposal Code, Inter national Property Mainte nance Code, International Residen-
tial Code, InternationalUrban-Wildland Interface Codeandinter national Zoning Code.

The International BuildingCodeprovisionsprovide many benefits,amongwhichisthe model code de vel opmentprocessthato f-

fersaninternational forumforbuilding professionalstodiscussperformanceand prescrip tive code re quire ments. This fo rum pro-
videsanexcel lentarenato de bate proposedrevisions. Thismodel codealsoencouragesint ernational consistencyintheapplication
ofprovisions.

Development

The first edi tion of theInternational Building Code (2000) was the cul mi nation of anef fortini tiated in 1997 by the ICC. This in-

cludedfivedraftingsubcommittees aP pointed by ICCand consisting of rep re sentatives ofthe three stat u tory mem bers of the In ter-
national Code Council: Building Officialsand Code Ad ministrators International, Inc. BOCA), InternationalConference of

Building Officials (ICBO)and Southern Build ing Code Congress Inter national ( SBCCI). The intentwasto draftacompre hensive

setofregulations for build ing systems con sis tent with and in clu sive of the scope of the existing model codes. Tech ni cal content of
the latestmodel codes pro mul gated by BOCA,ICBO and SBCCI was uti lized as the basis for the de vel op ment, fol lowed by pub lic

hear ings in 1997, 1998 and 1999 to con sider pro posed changes. This 2003 edi tion pres ents the code as orig i nally is sued, with
changesap proved throughthe ICC Code De vel op ment Pro cess through 2002. Anew edi tionsuch asthisispromul gatedeverythree
years.

Withthedevelopmentandpublicationofthe family ofInternational Codesin2000, the continued de vel opmentand maintenance
ofthemodel codes individ ually pro mul gated by BOCA (“BOCA National Codes”), ICBO (“Uni form Codes”) and SBCCI (“Stan-
dard Codes™) was dis contin ued. This 2003International BuildingCode, as well as its predecessor—the 2000 edi tion, is in tended to
be the suc ces sor build ing code to those codes pre vi ously de vel oped by BOCA, ICBO and SBCCI.

Thedevelopmentofasinglesetofcomprehensiveand coordinated family of International Codeswasasignificantmilestone in
thedevelopmentofregulationsforthebuiltenvironment. Thetimingofthispublication mirrors a mile stone in the change in struc-
ture of the model codes, namely, the pend ing Con sol i dation of BOCA,ICBO and SBCClintothe ICC. Theactivitiesand ser vices
previously provided bytheindividual model code organizationswill betheresponsibil ity ofthe Consolidated ICC.

Thiscodeisfounded on principlesintendedtoestab lish provisions con sis tent with the scope of abuild ing code that ad e quately
protectspublichealth, safetyandwel fare; provisionsthatdonotunnecessarilyincrease construction costs; provisionsthatdonotre-

strictthe use of new materials, prod ucts or meth ods of construction; and provisions thatdonotgive preferential treatmentto partic u-
lar types or classes of mate ri als, prod ucts or meth ods of con struc tion.

Adoption

The International BuildingCode isavail able foradop tionand use by jurisdictionsinter nationally. Its use within agowernmental
jurisdictionisintendedtobeaccomplishedthroughadoptionbyreferenceinaccordance withproceedingsestablishingthejurisdic-
tion’slaws. Atthetimeofadoption, jurisdictionsshouldinserttheappropriateinformationinprovisionsrequiringspecificlocalin-
formation, such asthe name of theadoptingjurisdiction. These lo cations are shown in brack eted words in small cap i tal let ters in the
codeandinthesampleordinance. Thesampleadoptionordinance on page vad dressessev eral key el e ments of acode adop tion or di-

nance, includingthe in for mationre quired for insertion into the code text.

Maintenance

~ The International BuildingCode is keptup to date through the re view of pro posed changes sub mitted by code en forc ing of ftials,
industryrepresentatives,designprofessionalsandotherinterested parties. Proposed changes are care fully con sid ered through an

opencode de vel opment pro cess inwhich all in ter ested and af fected par ties may par tici pate.
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The con tents of this work are sub ject to change both through the Code De vel op ment Cycles and the gov ernmen tal body thaten
actsthecodeintolaw. Formoreinformationregardingthe code de vel op mentprocess, contactthe Codeand Standard De velopment

De partmentofthe Inter national Code Council.

Whilethedevelopmentprocedureofthdnternational Building Code as sures the high est de gree of care, ICC and the found ing
mem bers of ICC—BOCA,ICBO , SBCCIl—theirmembersandthose participatinginthe devel opmentofthiscodedonotacceptany
liabilityresultingfromcom pliance ornoncom pliancewiththe provisionsbe cause ICC and its found ing mem bers do not have the
power or au thor ity to po lice or en force com pli ance with the con tents of this code. Only the governmental body thaten actsthe code
into law has such au thor ity.

Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers
Ineach code de vel opmentcy cle, pro posed changes to this code are con sid ered at the Code Devel opmentHearingby the In ter na.
tional BuildingCode DevelopmentCommittee, whose actionconstitutesarecommendationto the voting mem ber ship for fi nal ac-

tion onthe pro posed change. Pro posed changes to a code sec tion whose num ber be ginswith a letter inbrack etsare consid ered by a
different code de vel op ment com mittee. For in stance, pro posed changes to code sec tions which have the let ter [F] in front (e.g., [F]

1001.3),areconsidered bythe International Fire Code De vel opment Committeeatthe Code Devel opmentHearing. Wherethisdes-
ignationisapplicabletotheentire contentofamainsection of the code, thedesignat ionap pearsatthe mainsectionnumberandtitle
and is not re peated at ev ery sub sec tion in that sec tion.

Thecontentof sectionsinthiscode whichbe ginwithaletterdesignationismaintained by anothercodedevelopmentcommittee

inaccordancewiththefollowing:[E]=International Energy Conservation Code Develop mentCommittee; [ E B] = Inter national Ex-
isting Building Code DevelopmentCommittee; [EL]=1CCElectrical Code DevelopmentComm ittee; [F]=International Fire Code

DevelopmentCommittee; [M]=International Mechanical Code DevelopmentCommittee; [ P]=Inter national Plumbing Code De-
velopmentCommittee; [PC]=ICCPerformance Code DevelopmentCommittee; [PM]=International Property Maintenance Code
DevelopmentCommittee; [RBE]=International Residential Code Buildingand Energy Dev elopmentCommittee;[ RMP] = In ter-
national Residential Code Mechanical/Plumbing DevelopmentCommittee; [UW]=Internat ional Urban-Wildland Interface Code
DevelopmentCommittee; and [Z] = International Zoning Code De vel opment Committee.

Marginal Markings

Solidvertical linesinthe mar ginswithin the body of the code in di cate atech ni cal change from the re quire ments of the 2000 ed
tion. Deletionindicators () are pro vided in the mar gin where a para graph or item has been de leted.
Chapter 10 user note: Chap ter 10 of the code has been re or ga nized from the 2000 edi tionas a re sultof an ap proved code change

proposal. Thisresultedinare number ing of the chap ter fromninesectionsto 25. The pre sentationoftextpredominantly fol lowsthat
of the 2000 edi tion; how ever, the sec tion num bers have been re vised. Mar ginal mark ings are in cluded at each sec tion num ber but

havenotbeenincludedtore flectthe sub sectionre num bering. Acom pre hensive 2000/2003 C hap ter 10 sec tionnum ber cross in dex
is posted on the ICC website at www intlcode.org.
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ORDINANCE

The International Codesare de signed and pro mul gated to be adopted by reference by or dinance. Jurisdictionswish ing to adopt the
2003 International Building Codeasan enforce able reg u lation gov erning struc turesand pre mises should ensure that cer tain fac-
tualinformationis included inthe adopting or di nance at the time adop tion is be ing con s idered by theappropriategovernmental
body. Thefol lowingsam pleadoptionordinanceaddressessev eral key el e mentsof acode adoptionordinance, includingtheinfor-
mationrequiredforinsertioninto the code text.

SAMPLE ORDINANCE FOR ADOPTION OF
THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE

ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance of the [JuriSDICTION] adopt ing the 2003 edi tion of the International BuildingCode,regulatingandgoverningthe
conditionsand mainte nance of all prop erty, build ings and struc tures; by pro vid ing the standards forsupplied utilitiesandfacil ities

and other physi cal things and con di tions es sen tial to en sure that struc tures are safe, sani tary and fit for oc cu pation and use; and the
condemnation of buildings and structures unfit for hu man oc cu pancy and use and the demolition of such structures in the

[JURISDICTIONTJ; pro vid ing for the is su ance of per mits and col lec tion of fees there for; re peal ing Or dinance No. of the
[JURISDICTION]and all other or di nances and parts of the or di nances in con flict there with.

The [GOVERNING BODY] of the [JURISDICTION]does or dain as fol lows:

Section 1. Thata cer tain doc u ment, three (3) cop ies of which are on file in the of fice of the [TITLE OF JURISDICTION’S KEEPER OF

RECORDS] 0f [NAME OF JURISDICTION} be ing marked and des ig nated asthe International BuildingCode, 2003 edi tion, in clud-
ing AppendixChapters[FILL IN THE APPENDIX CHAPTERS BEING ADOPTED] (see International Building Code Section101.2.1,

2003 edition), as published by the International Code Council, be and is hereby adopted as the Building Code of the

[JURISDICTION], in the State of [STATE NAME] for reg u lating and gov erning the con di tions and main te nance of all prop erty, build
ingsandstructures; by providingthestandardsforsupplied utilitiesandfacilitiesand other physicalthingsand conditionsessential

toensurethatstructures are safe, san i tary and fit for oc cu pa tion and use; and the con dem nationofbuildingsandstructuresunfitfor

human oc cu pancy and use and the de mo li tion of such struc tures as herein pro vided; pro vid i ng for the is su ance of per mits and col-
lec tion of fees there for; and each and all of the reg u la tions, pro vi sions, pen al ties, condi tions and terms of said Build ing Code on

file in the of fice of the[JURISDICTION] are hereby re ferred to, adopted, and made a part hereof, as if fully set out in this or di nance,
withtheadditions, insertions, de le tions and changes, if any, pre scribed in Sec tion 2 of hisordinance.

Section2. The fol low ing sec tions are hereby re vised:
Section101.1. Insert: [NAME OF JURISDICTION]

Section1612.3. Insert: [NAME OF JURISDICTION]
Section 1612.3. In sert: [DATE OF ISSUANCE]

Section3410.2. Insert: [DATE IN ONE LOCATION]

Section 3. That Or di nance No. of [JURISDICTION] enti tled[FILL IN HERE THE COMPLETE TITLE OF THE ORDINANCE OR
ORDINANCES IN EFFECT AT THE PRESENT TIME SO THAT THEY WILL BE REPEALED BY DEFINITE MENTION] and all other or di-
nances or parts of or di nances in con flict here with are hereby re pealed.

Section4. That if any sec tion, sub sec tion, sen tence, clause or phrase of this or di nance is, for any reason, held to be un con sti tu-
tional, such de ci sion shall not af fect the va lid ity of the re main ing por tions of this or di nance. The [GOVERNING BODY] hereby de-

clares that it would have passed this or di nance, and each sec tion, sub sec tion, clause or phrase thereof, ir re spec tive of the fact that
any one or more sec tions, sub sec tions, sen tences, clauses and phrases be de clared un con sti t utional.

Section5. Thatnothing inthisor di nance or in the Build ing Code hereby adopted shall be con strued to af fectany suitor proceeding
im pend ing inany court, or any rightsac quired, or liabil ity in curred, or any cause or cause sof actionac quired orex isting, underany

act or or di nance hereby re pealed as cited in Sec tion 2 of this or di nance; nor shall any justor le gal right or rem edy of any char ac ter
be lost, im paired or af fected by this or di nance.

Section6. That the [JURISDICTION’S KEEPER OF RECORDS] is hereby or dered and di rected to cause this or di nance to be pub-
lished. (Anad ditional pro vision may be re quired to di rect the number of times the or di narce is to be pub lished and to spec ify that it
istobeinanews paperingeneral cir cu lation. Posting may also be re quired.)

Section7. That this ordinanceandtherules, reg u lations, pro visions, re quire ments, or dersand mattersestablished and adopted
hereby shall take ef fect and be in full force and ef fect [ TIME PERIOD] from and af ter the date of its fi nal pas sage and adop tion.
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CHAPTER 1
ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 101
GENERAL

101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Building
Code of [NAME OF JURISDICTION], hereinafter referred to as
“this code.”

101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the con-
struction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, re-
pair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, maintenance,
removal and demolition of every building or structure or any
appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or struc-
tures.

Exceptions:

1. Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple
single-family dwellings (town houses) not more than
three stories above grade plane in height with a sepa-
rate means of egress and their accessory structures
shall comply with the International Residential Code.

2. Existing buildings undergoing repair, alterations or
additions and change of occupancy shall be permitted
to comply with the International Existing Building
Code.

101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in the appendices shall not
apply unless specifically adopted.

101.3 Intent. The purpose of this code is to establish the mini-
mum requirements to safeguard the public health, safety and
general welfare through structural strength, means of egress fa-
cilities, stability, sanitation, adequate light and ventilation, en-
ergy conservation, and safety to life and property from fire and
other hazards attributed to the built environment and to provide
safety to fire fighters and emergency responders during emer-
gency operations.

101.4 Referenced codes. The other codes listed in Sections
101.4.1 through 101.4.7 and referenced elsewhere in this code
shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the
prescribed extent of each such reference.

101.4.1 Electrical. The provisions of the ICC Electrical
Code shall apply to the installation of electrical systems, in-
cluding alterations, repairs, replacement, equipment, appli-
ances, fixtures, fittings and appurtenances thereto.

101.4.2 Gas. The provisions of the International Fuel Gas
Code shall apply to the installation of gas piping from the
point of delivery, gas appliances and related accessories as
covered in this code. These requirements apply to gas piping
systems extending from the point of delivery to the inlet
connections of appliances and the installation and operation
of residential and commercial gas appliances and related ac-
cessories.

101.4.3 Mechanical. The provisions of the International
Mechanical Code shall apply to the installation, alterations,
repairs and replacement of mechanical systems, including
equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and/or appurte-
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nances, including ventilating, heating, cooling, air-condi-
tioning and refrigeration systems, incinerators and other en-
ergy-related systems.

101.4.4 Plumbing. The provisions of the International
Plumbing Code shall apply to the installation, alteration, re-
pair and replacement of plumbing systems, including equip-
ment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and appurtenances, and
where connected to a water or sewage system and all aspects
of amedical gas system. The provisions of the International
Private Sewage Disposal Code shall apply to private sewage
disposal systems.

101.4.5 Property maintenance. The provisions of the In-
ternational Property Maintenance Code shall apply to ex-
isting structures and premises; equipment and facilities;
light, ventilation, space heating, sanitation, life and fire
safety hazards; responsibilities of owners, operators and oc-
cupants; and occupancy of existing premises and structures.

101.4.6 Fire prevention. The provisions of the Interna-
tional Fire Code shall apply to matters affecting or relating
to structures, processes and premises from the hazard of fire
and explosion arising from the storage, handling or use of
structures, materials or devices; from conditions hazardous
to life, property or public welfare in the occupancy of struc-
tures or premises; and from the construction, extension, re-
pair, alteration or removal of fire suppression and alarm
systems or fire hazards in the structure or on the premises
from occupancy or operation.

101.4.7 Energy. The provisions of the International Energy
Conservation Code shall apply to all matters governing the
design and construction of buildings for energy efficiency.

SECTION 102
APPLICABILITY

102.1 General. Where, in any specific case, different sections
of this code specify different materials, methods of construc-
tion or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern.
Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a
specific requirement, the specific requirement shall be applica-
ble.

102.2 Other laws. The provisions of this code shall not be
deemed to nullify any provisions of local, state or federal law.

102.3 Application of references. References to chapter or sec-
tion numbers, or to provisions not specifically identified by
number, shall be construed to refer to such chapter, section or
provision of this code.

102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and stan-
dards referenced in this code shall be considered part of the re-
quirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such
reference. Where differences occur between provisions of this
code and referenced codes and standards, the provisions of this
code shall apply.





