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Foreword 
This Technical Specification has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP). 

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal 
TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an 
identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows: 

Version x.y.z 

where: 

x the first digit: 

1 presented to TSG for information; 

2 presented to TSG for approval; 

3 or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control. 

y the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, 
updates, etc. 

z the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document. 
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1 Scope 
The present document defines the interface between the Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) and the Mobile Equipment 
(ME) for use during the network operation phase of GSM as well as those aspects of the internal organization of the 
SIM which are related to the network operation phase. This is to ensure interoperability between a SIM and an ME 
independently of the respective manufacturers and operators. The concept of a split of the Mobile Station (MS) into 
these elements as well as the distinction between the GSM network operation phase, which is also called GSM 
operations, and the administrative management phase are described in the 3GPP TS 42.017 [6]. The requirements for 
the physical characteristics of the SIM, the electrical signals and the transmission protocols are all defined in 
accordance with the 3GPP TS 31.101 [55] except when stated otherwise in the present document. 

The present document defines: 

- the model which shall be used as a basis for the design of the logical structure of the SIM; 

- the security features; 

- the interface functions; 

- the commands; 

- the contents of the files required for the GSM application; 

- the application protocol. 

The present document does not specify any aspects related to the administrative management phase. Any internal 
technical reallocation of either the SIM or the ME are only specified where these reflect over the interface. It does not 
specify any of the security algorithms which may be used. 

The present document defines the SIM/ME interface for GSM Phase 2. While all attempts have been made to maintain 
phase compatibility, any issues that specifically relate to Phase 1 should be referenced from within the relevant Phase 1 
specification. 

2 References 
The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present 
document. 

•  References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or 
non-specific. 

•  For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply. 

•  For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies.  In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including 
a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same 
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[1] Void. 
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[3] Void. 
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[8] 3GPP TS 22.030: "Man-Machine Interface (MMI) of the User Equipment (UE)". 


